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Context & Objective:  
SBTN expects to publish new method versions through at least 2027. These updates will 
expand the scope of methods, incorporate advances in science, and improve feasibility, clarity, 
and interoperability. Companies often ask about method stability and cross-version 
compatibility. This document provides answers to those questions. 
 
At a Glance 

●​ Step 1 & 2 V1.2 (Sept 2025): Adds new feasibility pathways so companies can get 
started on target-setting more quickly and easily with the data they already have 

●​ V2 (Q2 2026): Major update across all methods (excluding Oceans) 
●​ Validation lasts 5 years: Once validated, companies' Steps 1, 2, and 3 work stays 

valid for 5 years, even if new versions are released during that period 
●​ 6 month grace period: For companies that have already begun work on an existing 

version (e.g., Land V1) but haven’t yet gotten that work validated, when a new 
method version is released (e.g., Land V1 to V2), these companies have 6 months to 
submit for validation using the older version (e.g., Land V1)  

●​ Safe to start: Companies can use Steps 1-2 Version 1 and Step 3 Version 2 (upon 
release Q2 2026). Despite this version mismatch, SBTN will not require rework of 
validated Steps 1-2 when companies begin using Version 2 of the Step 3 
target-setting methods  

 
Method Stability: how often SBTN will update its methods and what those 
updates will include 

●​ SBTN plans to release minor revisions to Steps 1 and 2 in September 2025. This release 
(V1.2) will include new feasibility pathways for companies to get started with SBTN’s 
methodology more quickly.  

●​ SBTN is planning a major release in Q2 of 2026 (targeting April - subject to change), 
including Version 2 of Steps 1 and 2, Land, and Freshwater.  

○​ V2 of Steps 1 and 2 will integrate additional method coverage across land, 
freshwater and ocean targets, incorporate new pathways for traceability, and 
increase interoperability with TNFD and other key frameworks  

○​ V2 of the Land methods includes new science such as place-based ecoregional 
thresholds, additional implementation guidance, and increased method 
flexibility (e.g. revised target timelines and additional target pathways) 

○​ V2 of the Freshwater methods expand the method scope to include pesticides, 
other toxic chemicals, and groundwater. This methodology also includes the 
full release of the basin threshold tool which increases feasibility of target 
setting through increasing access to local models and thresholds  

●​ SBTN expects Version 2 (Steps 1–3), planned for 2026, to be the final comprehensive 
release for land and freshwater methods. Afterward, only incremental updates are 
expected as science and user needs evolve. 

 



 

●​ SBTN plans to release further guidance on Step 4 (Act) and Step 5 (Track) over the next 
year, but this guidance will not include requirements or prescriptive action with 
respect to validated targets. The aim of these documents will be to inform, but not 
prescribe, target implementation and monitoring. Any future requirements (e.g., to 
make claims on achievement of targets) would be determined through a consultative 
process. 

 
Method Compatibility: how companies’ existing work stays valid and usable 
when new method versions are released 

●​ All validations (Steps 1, 2, and 3) conducted by the Accountability Accelerator are valid 
for 5 years. 

●​ Once Step 1 and 2 are validated, they remain valid for 5 years and can be used with 
different versions of the Step 3 target-setting methods. SBTN may require additional 
information as part of the Step 3 target-setting and validation process to ensure 
compatibility between the Steps 1-2 version validated and the Land/Freshwater/Ocean 
Version used to set targets. The additional information will be integrated into Step 3 
rather than companies re-doing their Steps 1 and 2 work. 

●​ Steps 1, 2, and 3 will be updated as needed to increase feasibility, incorporate the latest 
science, respond to corporate feedback, and to ensure compatibility across methods. 
For companies beginning their Step 1 and 2 work, it is recommended to use the most 
up-to-date method version for best compatibility. However, for companies who have 
already begun work on existing method versions, it is not required to use the newly 
released methods or to do re-work for the 6-month grace period following the new 
version release.   

●​ When new versions of methods are released, (including minor revisions – i.e., V1.1 to 
V1.2 – and major revisions – i.e., V1 to V2) companies have a 6 month grace period to 
continue using the old versions and submit for validation. This applies to Steps 1-3 of 
the target setting methods.  

○​ For example, a company can set Version 1 Land and Freshwater targets for 6 
months after the Q2 2026 release of the Version 2 Land and Freshwater 
methods.  

●​ Companies using accelerated pathways (released September 2025 in Steps 1-2 V1.2) to 
scope down their organizational boundary in Step 1b to specific business units, 
realms, and/or value chain segments to set targets will need to complete a new Step 1b 
and Step 2 on additional business units, realms, and/or value chains to expand target 
coverage in the future.  

 
How to Navigate Updates 

●​ Getting started on Steps 1 and 2 now (V1.2 as of late September 2025) is a risk-free 
move for all companies, as SBTN will not require rework of Steps 1-2 Version 1 if 
companies set targets using V2 methodologies next year  

●​ If a company is interested in SBTN’s upcoming accelerated pathways offering (to focus 
its scope by business unit, realm and/or value chain segments in Step 1), then we 
recommend using Steps 1 and 2 V1.2, as this version provides details on this approach. 

●​ Those that have already begun working on Step 1 analyses (using V1.1) can (optionally) 
retroactively deploy the V1.2 methods with accelerated pathways before validation to 
address traceability and other challenges. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1b5UKxM9Y6OP-whFqbIaLnKczWAVSfvXhjWssqU1xTm0/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p


 

 
2025 Method Updates: 

Guidance Current 
version 

Next 
version 

Planned  release 
date 

Key technical differences 

Step 1 V1.1 V1.2 September 2025 Updated guidance to increase 
feasibility, particularly 
accelerated pathways, update 
datasets, indicators and metrics 

Step 2 V1.1 V1.2 September 2025 

Step 3 - 
Freshwater 

V1.1 N/A 

Step 3 - Land V1.0 N/A 

Step 3 - 
Ocean 

V1.0 N/A 

 
2026 Method Updates: 

Method Step Current 
version 

Next 
version 

Anticipated release 
date 

Key technical differences 

Step 1 V1.2 V2.0 April 2026 Align methods with V2.0 
Freshwater, Land and V1.0 Ocean, 
add additional scientific support 
and justification 

Step 2 V1.2 V2.0 April 2026 

Step 3 - 
Freshwater 

V1.1 V2.0 April 2026 Expand the method scope to 
include pesticides, other toxic 
chemicals, and groundwater. 
This methodology also includes 
the release of the basin threshold 
tool which increases feasibility of 
target setting through increasing 
access to local models and 
thresholds 

Step 3 - Land V1.0 V2.0 April 2026 New science like place-based 
ecoregional thresholds, 
additional implementation 
guidance, and increased method 
flexibility (e.g. revised target 
timelines and additional target 
pathways) 

Step 3 - 
Ocean 

V1.0 TBD 

 



 

 
Timeline of Method Validity 
 

Method Step 2025 2026 2027 

Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Steps 1 & 2 
V1.1 

   Mar        

Steps 1 & 2 
V1.2 

 Sept     Oct     

Steps 1 & 2 
V2 

    April       

Step 3  
FW - V1.1 

      Oct     

Step 3  
FW - V2 

    April       

Step 3  Land 
- V1 

      Oct     

Step 3 
Land - V2 

    April       
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