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Background
Why we developed the HICL
· Way of simplifying upstream assessment for complex companies
· Way of ensuring that companies include key commodities known to be most responsible for driving deforestation, nutrient pollution and other impacts in their assessments and target strategies (i.e. HIC inclusion will be part of our validation criteria)
Use of the HICL in the methods
Three main ways we can currently see the HICL being used by companies as they use the v1 methods
1. Prioritizing upstream assessment in a way that's environmentally robust (Step 1)
· Use the list to narrow scope of economic activities covered in the upstream value chain assessment 
2. Identifying where the impacts associated with these commodities are likely to be occurring, and which location is most likely to be associated with more environmental pressures/harms (Step 1/2) 
· Use the geographic information associated with the list to reduce some of the information-finding burden for companies in Step 1-2
3. Focusing upstream traceability efforts for commodities and upstream activities without location information (Step 2/3) 
· Use the list to inform strategy for traceability and target progress over time
Overview the HICL v1 (provided for internal review)
What’s in the list?
· 54 commodities currently included
· Spanning two broad sector groupings: (1) Food land and ocean use, (2) Mining and extractives 
How do commodities get on the list?
· Initial list drafted through recommended review papers and seminal studies of commodity impacts on environmental issues; supplemented through additional research (white and grey literature) on impacts of commodities across all eight pressure categories*
· Commodities included needed to supported by at least one citation, for at least one of the eight pressures 
· Commodities included needed to have qualitative support in the evidence that they were significant drivers of impacts globally, within a specific region, or within a country
*The total number of pressure categories covered by SBTN is twelve; SBTN v1 methods cover only eight (excluding non-GHG air pollution, solid waste, invasive species, and disturbances)
Additional data we’re gathering on the HICs in the list…
The information we’re gathering on these, to use in our methods and guidance
· Citations on the contributions of these commodities to SBTN’s key issue areas; searching white and grey literature
· Quantitative estimates of impacts (specific to a unit of production or global), expressed in SBTN metrics or similar; searching key databases like FAOSTAT, Water Footprint Network
· Specification of the key activities related to the production or use of a commodity or product which are most significant for the generation of a given impact
· Most common sourcing locations
· Most credible control/certification schemes
Expansion of the HICL
Over time…
· We will expand the HICL on a periodic basis, drawing from additional research conducted by our teams, as well as research shared with us by partners or external sources
· Expansions of the list will be reflected in updated language around recommendations and requirements in the methods documents
· We will explore how and whether to give companies ‘credit’ for work done to date on addressing impacts related to these commodities in Steps 1-3 as companies estimate impacts, prioritize where to act, and get started with target setting (noting that not all certification schemes and related reporting use indicators which can be easily translated into companies’ reductions of pressures or contributions towards improvements in states)
· We will look into how shifts in different socioeconomic systems (e.g. food, energy and the built environment) should alter the prioritization and inclusion of different commodities
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	· Aluminum
· Avocado
· Banana
· Bauxite
· Biofuels
· Buckwheat
· Camelina
· Cassava
· Cattle
· Cement
· Coal
· Cobalt
· Cocoa
· Coconut oil (Coconut)
· Coffee
· Copper
· Cotton
· Farmed seafood / Aquaculture
· Gasoline
· Gold
· Iron
· Lead
· Leather
· Lithium
· Maize/corn
· Manganese
· Nickel
· Nitrogen fertilizer
	· Oil (crude) / Petroleum
· Palladium
· Palm oil / oil palm fruit
· Pesticides (insecticides, herbicides, rodenticides, and fungicides)
· Phosphorus fertilizer
· Platinum
· Pork
· Pulp
· Rapeseed oil
· Rice
· Rubber
· Rutile
· Sand
· Silver
· Sorghum
· Soy(bean)
· Steel
· Sugar cane
· Timber/roundwood
· Titanium
· Tree nuts
· Tropical fruits
· Wheat
· Wild seafood: Salmon, whitefish, tuna, tropical shrimp, cod
· Wool & Cashmere
· Zinc


Per the draft land methods, SBTN may also highlight a selection of ‘High Impact Activities’. Activity categories that have been suggested so far include the following.
· Agriculture
· Aquaculture
· Biofuel production
· Forestry
· Construction
· Hydroelectric dam development
· Livestock production
· Mining
· Oil and gas exploration
· Oil and gas distribution (e.g. pipeline development)
· Urban development
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